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AGENDA
• Why?  What?  When?
• Discuss Enrichment
• Positive vs Negative 

Enrichment
• Different Types of 

Enrichment
• Risk
• Closing
• Questions
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EXACTLY WHAT IS 
ENRICHMENT?
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ACCORDING TO 
WEBSTER, THE 

DEFINITION OF 
ENRICHMENT IS:

“...TO MAKE 
THINGS RICH OR 
RICHER ESP. BY 
THE ADDITION 

OR INCREASE OF 
THE SAME 
DESIRABLE 
QUALITY, 

ATTRIBUTE, OR 
INGREDIENT.”
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Sandy Heyn in the NWRA Principles of Wildlife Rehabilitation states:

“Behavioral or environmental enrichment that serves to increase the psychological 
well being of an animal has become as important as proper diet and veterinary care 
when dealing with wild animals in captivity.”

Agree or Disagree??????



ASKING WHY?
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Goals for Enrichment



WHEN WEBSTER THINKS ABOUT HAVING A GOAL…HE 
THINKS ABOUT “…THE END TOWARD WHICH EFFORT 

IS DIRECTED…”

When you think about and decide your goal for a group of  

squirrels what should you take into consideration?
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HERE ARE SOME TYPES OF ENRICHMENT
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SOME OF THE SIMPLE IDEAS THAT SQUIRRELS 
LOVE
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2024 
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NOW WE ARE GETTING SOMEWHERE!
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THIS IS ONE OF MY 
CAGES THAT I 

PURPOSELY ADDED 
EXTRA THINGS TO GIVE 

YOU IDEAS

This is the top cage of  a double 
critter nation cage.
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OTHER IDEAS
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THIS IS FROM A 
WILDLIFE CENTER 

WITH SPACE
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What’s 
wrong with 
this set up for 
squirrels?
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Enrichment is Important for 
Development



HERE IS A LIST OF THE THINGS THAT I THINK WORK
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OLD FABRIC PURSES                     WHOLE VEGGIES

POT OF SOIL WITH HIDDEN TREATS      KLINKERBALLS                                                        
STUFFED TOYS                                 SUET FEEDER W/                         
WADDED UP NEWSPAPER                         TREATS

EMPTY TISSUE BOXES                                                                     
SEASHELLS

DEER SHEDS                                               



AGE MATTERS
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What about 
enrichment for these 

guys? 



RISKS OF ENRICHMENT

Enclosures

Diets                                                         

Lighting     

Sounds

Odors     

Items inside cage
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Negative  Enrichment vs. Positive Enrichment
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WHAT DO YOUR THINK WOULD BE CONSIDERED 
NEGATIVE ENRICHMENT ?
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IS THIS 
NEGATIVE OR 

POSITIVE 

WHY?
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Photo contributed by 
Victoria Benson

This is an example of  
enriching an outdoor 

release cage.



VARIOUS CAGES
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THE WAY TO GET 
STARTED 
IS TO QUIT 
TALKING AND 
BEGIN DOING.

Walt Disney
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If  you rehabilitate 
squirrels this is what you 

will find in the 
mornings!!!!


